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-obligations to lord Townfhend for his advancement to tlie pbft-of fecretarjf Chapter 24;
of ftate, he was rdfblved never to have fubrnitted to him in that capacity. 2723101724:
He did not affeft to conceal his diffatisfaftion at the ill ufage he had re- . U-B^**^^
ceived, and ^particularly complained that Horace Walpole had been fent to
interlope in his province. While he avowed that lie was defeated, he declared
himfelf happier and eafier in the fituation of lord lieutenant, than that of
fecretary of ftate, expofed to continual mortifications; and profeiTed his refb-
iution to continue on good terms with the mimfters, and to promote^the
meafure^ of government *. Yet his temper was fo fanguine and his fpirit fo
little depreffed? that he perfevered in afferting, that his favour with the king
was greater than ever, that his enemies had gained no real ftrength by the
late alterations ^ and, in expectation of a favourable change, delayed, under
various pretences, his departure for Ireland, until the month of October, when
the neceflary attendance on the duties of his vice royalty annihilated his hopes.
Townfhend and Walpole were now in fuch high favour, that they prevailed over
the king's inclinations, and overcame his jeal'oufy of iht prince of W^les, which,
notwithftanding the apparent reconciliation, continued ftill unabated, and
fliewed itfelf in repeated refufals to confer any particular mark of favour on thofe
, who were perfonally attached to his fon. With a view to gratify the prince, and
to fecure the earl of Scarborough, who was his mafter of tl^e horfe, a:q.d, next
to Sir Spencer Compton, his greateffc favourite, th6 brother minifters had prq-
mifed him the garter $ and as it was the cuftom of the king always to retaia
one vacant ribband, they waited until there were two undifpofed of, when
Townihend requefted one of theitt for Scarborough, Thes king fiiid, he
.' could not comply with his requeft, becai^ife it was already conferred ; and
when Townfheixd afked, with fome degree of furprife, who \vas the perfon ?
the king anfwered, **'! intend it for your lordlliip?* Townfhend, after ex-
preffing-a deep fenfe of hi^ gratitude," begged leava to decline it* The king
ftill infiftedj and1 Townfhend ftill declined. " Lord Scarborough,1 * he replied,
** is now-at the door of the clofet, expecting every moment to be called in to
thank yoxir majefty for the honour; he will naturally fuppofe that I have de-
ceived him;, and that after having left him with a promile to intercede in his
favour;! have aiked it'for mytelfj which will ruin my'character as a mairof ,
honour and veracity," *c "Well then,?? returned the king,'a" for once I will break
through my ufilal'-rule, and'will -confer both the-vacant garters; one iliall be , \ ( '

* Stephen Poyntz to Horace Walpole, 'April jth' 1^24,   Walpole Papers.
f Saint John Brodrick-to lord Mifidletoa.^Corrcfpoudence.
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